
Task 2: Exploring how the Property Market is performing 
             
In this task we investigate the way the North Shore property market has been performing 
between 1999 and 2007, by examining changes in the following:

• Number of Sales per month
• The median number of days it takes to sell a property
• The median selling price

(1) Insert  two  new  worksheets  and  name  them  as  “Performance  Data”  and 
“Performance Summary Table”.

(2) Copy and paste the Year, Selling Price ($), and Days to Sell variables from the 
“North Shore 99-07” worksheet to the “Performance Data” worksheet. 

(3) Go to the “Performance Summary Table” worksheet, and draw the following table 
in the “Performance Summary Table” worksheet.         

Year Number Sold Median Days to Sell Median Selling Price
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007

(We will fill in this table using Excel’s built-in functions.
If you are not familiar with using Excel’s built-in functions, detailed instructions 
can be found in Task 1.)

(4) Go  back  to  the  “Performance  Data”  worksheet  and select  the  pasted  three 
variables (whole columns including the variable names) and click on the  Data  in the 
menu and click on Filter, then AutoFilter.  
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(5) Click on the  that appeared beside the variable name Year in the top cell of the 
“Year” column.  

                       

(6) Click on 1999 value in the drop down list. This allows us to select only properties 
sold in 1999.

(7) Click in an empty cell on the “Performance Data” worksheet, and then click on f x 

(Insert Function) icon beside the formula bar to activate Excel’s built-in functions. 
 

We first calculate the “Number Sold” value by selecting  COUNT  function and 
choosing the values in the “Selling Price ($)” column for the Value1 box.  

You  should  obtain  306  in  the  cell.  Enter  this  value  into  the  table  on  the 
“Performance Summary Table” worksheet. 

Go back to the “Performance Data” worksheet and we next calculate the “Median 
Days to Sell” value by selecting MEDIAN function and again the “Selling Price 
($)” values. The result should be 240500. Enter this value into the table.

Similarly, calculate the “Median Days to Sell” value by again selecting MEDIAN 
function, but choose “Days to Sell” values this time. This gives us the value of 46. 
Enter this value into the table.

(8) Go back to the “Performance Data” worksheet and repeat the steps (5) ~ (7) for 
year 2000 and so on, by clicking on the  beside Year and choosing the appropriate year 
value in the drop down list.   
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Your completed summary table on the “Performance Summary Table” worksheet 
should look like:

(9) We next visualise the above summary results using bar graphs. 

First, select the “Number Sold” column in the table and click on the Chart Wizard 
icon in the Tool bar.

Chart Wizard dialog window should appear.

(10) Select  Column option as the Chart type, and then, the first option in the Chart 
sub-type as shown on the following page.

Click Next >.
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(11) Click the “Series” tab in the next window.
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(12) Select the “Year” values in the table as Category (X) axis labels and click Next >.

(13) Enter appropriate title, axis labels under the “Titles” tab, and uncheck the Show 
legend check box under the “Legend” tab. Then, click on Finish.
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The result is the following bar graph.
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(14) Draw two more bar graphs for “Median Days to Sell” and “Median Selling Price” 
values.  

   
Congratulations!  You have successfully completed this task. 

Do not forget to save all the worksheets you created, as we need to use 
them later for other tasks. 

Name your worksheets appropriately, so that you can recognise them 
later. 
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